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Best Practices to Prevent Film Theft   Camcording and Illegal Recording

This Best Practices document is provided in 
addition to your own company’s policies and 
should assist cinema managers, staff and police 
to take appropriate action to deter and prevent 
illegal recording at your cinema.

FACT wishes to thank Film Distributors’ 
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the printing of this Guide and the funding of the 
Reward scheme.
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The Problem

With the increase in ‘day and date’ global releasing 
of movies there is now an increased risk of illegal 
recording in UK cinemas. 
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from cinema screens. These devices can range from camcorders 
to mobile phones and other digital recording devices. Copies are 
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challenging to prevent.
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Advice to Cinemas

The following is meant to be used as a 
guideline only 
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Investigator is also available to assist in police liaison and staff 
awareness training.
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camcording.
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The use of recording devices is prohibited in this 
cinema.

��
���
�������
��
������
�	�
����
��
�

��
���

will be stopped and the police will be called.

You risk prosecution under the Fraud Act 2006 
and may receive a criminal conviction.
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Illegal Recording Prevention Tips

Be extra vigilant opening day, opening show.  
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Observe customers entering the auditorium.
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Begin monitoring the auditorium as customers arrive. 
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Consider all possible camera locations. 
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Be alert for possible camera concealment.  
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Don’t assume that the camcord thief will be alone.  
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Look for glowing lights.  
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Pay attention to seating arrangements.  
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side of them.

Be aware of “Friends” of Staff.  
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Pay attention to cinema rentals.  
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Identify Illegal Recording Activity

Cinema employees should make regular checks on 
auditoriums for recording/camcording activity. 

Night Vision Devices

The use of night-vision devices has proven to be 
very effective in not only identifying camcord theft 
in progress but also preventing it.

The devices may be available at your cinema and 
the use of them during screen checks should be 
encouraged, particularly for new releases.

 

Never put yourself or your 
customers at risk!!
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consider the following steps:
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Advise a cinema manager immediately.
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Examples Of Illegal Recording Equipment 
Used/Seized In UK Cinemas.
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Guidance for Police

Although much of the information in this section 
is not needed by Cinema staff it does illustrate the 
evidence that Police will be seeking to acquire.

The contents of the following section are also available in a separate 
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Other Offences

Please consider these offences when dealing with offenders. 

Offences under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, 
including:
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What you should be looking for:

Evidence Required:

Circumstances indicating deliberation, planning 
and a serious attempt to avoid discovery may  
provide grounds to suspect a copyright offence:
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Scotland

Detention is an option to “allow the prompt and effective investigation 
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Suitable words of detention would include: 
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Search:

A search of the suspect’s house may be necessary 
(on the authority of a Police Inspector) to identify 
evidence of business activity or distribution, 
such as:
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Questioning

Suitable lines of questioning to deal with a  
potential defence, depending on the circumstances 
of the incident:

1
Did the defendant see the warning notice or trailer stating that 
recording was prohibited?
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It could be you!
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These are some recent reward and competition winners from 
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the cinema staff who have been so vigilant.
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FACT working in partnership
with the charity

Revised & Updated April 2010

Cert no. SGS-COC-004224

Primary contact for immediate reporting of camcording

incidents. Also provision of awareness training for cinema 

staff, investigation of incidents and liaison with police:

Theatrical Investigator: 

Simon Brown

Email: camcording@fact-uk.org.uk

Direct No: 07920 725725

Additional FACT contacts if Simon is unavailable:

Out of hours tel: 0800 587 7022

Middlesex, TW7 6DA
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