
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
UK DIGITAL FUNDING PARTNERSHIP COMPLETES ITS DIGITAL ROLL-OUT 
 
London - 2 September 2013: The UK Digital Funding Partnership (DFP) has today 
announced the completion of its strategy to support the conversion of 
independent cinema sites to digital cinema technology. 
 
Working through its VPF-funded deployment partner, dcinex, the DFP has now ensured 
the full digitisation of almost 300 independent cinema screens across the UK, equipping 
them with DCI-specified equipment and ensuring that they will be able to take advantage 
of all the new and exciting opportunities that this new technology allows.  
 
As a result of this change, DFP members will be able to offer their customers a wider 
range of viewing experiences, both through the showing of ‘alternative content’ (in 
particular theatre, opera, sporting and music events, etc.) as well as the ability to operate 
with more flexible and innovative programming. This successful navigation of the digital 
transition also ensures that audiences will continue to enjoy a broad range of cinemas 
across the UK. 
 
Recognising the unique nature of the DFP’s success, Culture Minister the Hon. Ed 
Vaizey commented: 
 
“I am delighted that, through the excellent work of the Digital Funding Partnership, the 
UK has led the way to become among the first major film territories in the world to have 
a fully digitised sector, and the first in Europe to do so without recourse to public money. 
That the conversion has been achieved in this way, and with little or no loss of cinema 
screens, only makes the achievement more remarkable, and is a testament to the 
sector’s ability to work together for the greater good.” 
 
Steve Perrin, CEO of the DFP and principal architect of the digitisation strategy said: 
 
“This was of necessity a very complex and arduous task, though one that was supported 
by the whole industry, including the major circuits. The project has ensured that almost 
100 smaller cinema sites, representing around 300 cinema screens, have been able to 
convert to digital projection technology under the best possible terms and conditions. 
Without this scheme - as we are unfortunately seeing in a number of other territories, a 
large number of cinemas would have been seriously disadvantaged, perhaps to the 
extent that many would have been forced to close.” 
 
Phil Clapp, CEO of the Cinema Exhibitors’ Association, which laid the foundations for the 
establishment of the DFP, said: 
 
“The bottom line is that the DFP has ensured that the independent cinema sector will 
remain able to compete and prosper in a modern environment. The support of the larger 
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operator members of the CEA was instrumental in its establishment and I know they are 
as delighted as any to have seen its work through from the beginning to such a 
successful conclusion”. 
 
David Pope, UK Head of VPF Operations at dcinex, added: 
 
 “The DFP project was innovative, practicable, well-structured, and one that we at dcinex 
understood, believed in and supported from the start. We are delighted to have seen the 
project through to its successful conclusion. It has been a great pleasure working with 
Steve Perrin to support the DFP’s needs and challenges through the deployment period. 
We will continue to work with the cinemas to help ensure that their on-going needs are 
met.” 
 
Notes for editors 
 
UK Digital Funding Partnership (DFP) 
 
The Digital Funding Partnership LLP is a single purpose vehicle owned by and run on 
behalf of over 120 small and medium-sized UK cinema operators with the sole aim of 
negotiating a funding deal which would allow the sites operated by these companies to 
convert to digital cinema technology in a timely and financially viable manner.  
 
For further information, contact Steve Perrin on steve.perrin@digitalcinemauk.org.uk   
 
Cinema Exhibitors’ Association (CEA) 
 
The Cinema Exhibitors’ Association (CEA) represents the interests of well over 90 per 
cent of UK cinema operators by number and market share. The CEA membership 
includes single screen/owner managed sites as well as the largest circuit and multiplex 
operators. 
 
For further information, contact Phil Clapp on phil.clapp@cinemauk.org.uk   
 
dcinex 
 
dcinex is the leading Pan-European provider of fully integrated and best in class 
solutions for movie operations. The company operates three business lines: Exhibitor 
Services, Content Services and Consulting. dcinex Exhibitor Services provides end-to-
end solutions, from equipment financing, sales, installation and maintenance to training 
and support services for movie theatres. 
 
dcinex Content Services offers a complete range of post-production, mastering and 
transcoding services, as well as Pan-European physical and electronic delivery and 
digital rights management. 
 
dcinex Consulting advises cinema operators, local authorities, real estate firms and 
corporate investors providing cinema design and lay-out, project management, feasibility 
studies as well as market research, expert witness and due diligence.  
 
For further information, contact Zoe Birch on zoe.birch@dcinex.com or 0203 427 3823. 
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Digital cinema 
 
Until comparatively recently, the production and distribution of films in the UK was 
overwhelmingly via 35mm celluloid prints, which were expensive to produce and to 
transport. Digital technology offers the opportunity for the distributor to produce and 
send copies around the country (on digital file or via the internet or satellite) at a 
significant cost saving.  
 
It also offers the opportunity to enhance the cinema-going experience in terms of picture 
quality, more diverse programming and in offering audiences the chance to experience 
cutting-edge digital 3D projection and access to so-called ‘alternative content’ – live 
music and cultural and sporting events. 
 
For further information contact Steve Perrin on steve.perrin@digitalcinemauk.org.uk   
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