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UK CINEMA ASSOCIATION WELCOMES FUNDING FROM FILM & TELEVISION 
CHARITY TO SUPPORT CINEMA OPERATIVE APPRENTICESHIP SCHEME  
 
The Film & Television Charity has today announced plans to provide financial 
support to individuals undertaking the newly-established cinema operative 
apprenticeship.  
 
The cinema industry – like any other – relies on the talent and capabilities of all who 
work within it. While individual companies within the sector have a strong track 
record of attracting and retaining talent, there is always of course more that can be 
done, not least in ensuring greater consistency across the piece. 
 
In responding to that challenge – and with the arrival of the Apprentice Levy in April 
2017 – the UK Cinema Association (UKCA) established a recognised sector-specific 
training standard across the cinema exhibition sector. Working with its members and 
Lifetime Training – a national training provider for apprenticeships – the UKCA 
developed a scheme which builds on existing Government-accredited 
apprenticeships (in either customer service or hospitality, at entry or supervisor 
level), but which contains a bespoke ‘cinema operative’ pathway incorporating key 
elements relevant to the level and likely role of an apprentice working in the sector. 
 
The pathway – which covers the following areas: cinema and the wider industry; 
accessible cinema; cinema technology and presentation; cinema marketing and 
sales; and cinema audience development – was developed in consultation with a 
working group of members, including both large and smaller operators. While each 
company will be free to choose which overarching apprenticeship best suits their 
needs, the overall aim is to establish a coherent cross- sectoral training and 
development pathway that is fit for purpose and recognises the skills and knowledge 
that are specifically needed for working in the modern cinema sector. 
 
With significant support and involvement from across the whole sector, during 2017 
the UKCA and Lifetime Training piloted the scheme with over fifty apprentices across 
a range of the Association’s members.  
 
The UKCA is now delighted to announce a newly formed partnership with the Film & 
Television Charity, which has established a grant to cover the co-investment 
contribution required by those that do not pay into the Apprenticeship Levy.  
 
The Film & Television charity will award up to 10 grants annually. To be eligible, 
learners are required to have at least two years of professional experience within the 
industry. This can be paid or unpaid and can be built up cumulatively. At the time of 
application, learners must earn less than £20,000 per annum. 



 
Welcoming the announcement, Rachel Hillman, Director of Grants and Programme 
Development at Film & Television Charity, commented:  
 
“Our charity exists to support the people who work in film and television at every 
stage of their career and beyond. For the first time, UKCA have worked with cinema 
exhibitors to create a recognised qualification in accordance with Government 
standards which will support the development of cinema staff and encourage career 
progression, so we are delighted to be funding this scheme. Good luck, we wish all 
the best to everyone taking part. 
 
The financial contribution from the Film & Television Charity will certainly help 
encourage and enable members to participate and enrol staff onto the 
apprenticeship scheme.” 
 
Speaking more broadly about the Cinema Operative Apprenticeship, Grainne Peat, 
Policy Executive at the UK Cinema Association added: 
 
“The cinema industry has much to gain from the new apprenticeship model. In the 
previous system, cinema exhibitors did not have a recognised qualification to support 
its development of staff. The cinema operative apprenticeship scheme gives cinema 
operators flexibility to upskill staff with a tailored Government-accredited 
apprenticeship which suits their specific operational and business needs, while 
imparting a detailed understanding of the cinema sector and wider film.” 
 
For more information on the cinema operative apprenticeship, please visit  
[insert link to UKCA website] or to request an information pack, please email the UK 
Cinema Association at info@cinemauk.org.uk  
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UK Cinema Association  
 
The UK Cinema Association (UKCA) represents the interests of over 90 per cent of UK 
cinema operators by number and market share. Our membership includes single 
screen/owner managed sites as well as the largest circuit and multiplex operators. 
 
The UK Cinema Association advocates on behalf of the UK cinema sector at international, 
national, regional and local level. This includes lobbying and working with Government at all 
levels, with other sectors of the film industry, particularly distribution, as well as working with 
others to promote the value of cinema to the wider public. In addition they provide advice 
and support to individual members on interpreting and adhering to legislation and regulation, 
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and in dealing with day to day operational issues as appropriate. For more information, visit 
https://www.cinemauk.org.uk/. 
 
Contact info@cinemauk.org.uk  
 
Film & Television Charity  
 
The Film & Television Charity supports people in the film and television industry in 
the UK at every stage of their career and beyond. The charity’s mission is to support 
the wellbeing of all those who help bring stories to our screens, and empowering 
them to fulfil their personal and professional lives. 
 

The Film & Television Charity does this in three ways: providing financial assistance; 
through everyday support; and speaking up to shine a light on the under reported 
issues it sees through its work with individuals.  
 
The organisation recently launched the 0800 054 00 00 Film & TV Support Line to 
provide confidential and independent support on a wide range of needs including: 
stress, anxiety, mental health, bullying, harassment, financial and legal.  
 
Formerly the Cinema and Television Benevolent Fund, the charity was founded by 
the industry in 1924 to help those working in the industry in times of need. HM The 
Queen is the Patron of the Charity. 
 
Registered charity no. 1099660 
 
https://filmtvcharity.org.uk/  
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